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συ REMARKS OF ΤῈ PRESIDENT AND 
MEER ES πι 1 MRS, JOHN F. KENNEDY 
SEQ AT PRESENTATION OF THE FLAG OF THE 
CSE Sn - 2506H OUBAN INVASION BRIGADE 
ARTIS La - 7 7 , ‘QRAN GE BOWL 9 MIAMI 9 £ LO RIDA 


del Scce o + THE PRESIDENT: Commander, Doctor: I want to express 
ἘΚ great appreciation to the Brigade for making the United 
',States. the custodian of this flag. I can assure you that this 


inflag will be returned to this Brigade in a free Havana. 


CASE I wonder if Senor Miranda, who preserved this flag 
ἢ ,URrough the last 20 months, would come forward 80 we can meet hin. 
ee I wanted to know who I should give it back to. 
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gue... I always had the impression -- I hope the members of the 
+-Brigade will sit down again -- I always hed the impression that 
,. the Brigade was made up of mostly young wen, but standing over 
gcthere is 8 Cuban patriot 57, one 59, one 61. I wonder 1Σ those 


‘ 


y-bbree could stand geo that the people of the United States could 


=.reallgze that they represent the spirit of the Cuban revolution 
dn its: best sense. 7 


pore ΤΠ ΠῚ All of you members cf the Brigade, and members of 

, Sbelr families, are following an historic road, one which has 
been: Followed by other Cubans in other days, and, indeed, by 

- other patriots of our Hemisphere in other years τα Juarez, San 
- Martin, Bolivar, O'Higgins τα all of whom fought for liberty, 
Many of whom were defeated, many of whom went in exile, and all 
Ὁ ΟΖ: ΝΟ came home. ΕΝ — 


ieee o. Seventy years ago Jose Martin, the guiding spirit 
ΟΣ: the first Cuban struggle for independence, lived on these 
Shores. At that time in 1889, the first International American 
“Conference was held, and Cuba was not present. Then, as now, 
“Cuba was the only state in the Hemisphere still controlled by a 
-Zoreign monarch. Then, as now, Cuba was excluded from the society 
ΟΣ free nations. And then, as now, brave men in Florida and New 
York dedicated their lives and their energies to the freedom of 
their homeland. 


oc. The Brigade comes from behind prison walls, but you 
‘Leave benind you more than siz million of your fellow countrymen 
“who are also in a very real sense in prison, for Cuba is today, 
88 Martin described it many years ago, as beautiful as Greece, 
.and stretched out in chains, a prison, moated by water. 


ogo + On behalf? of my Government and my country, I welcome 
-you to the United States. I bring you my Nation’s respect for your 
Courage and for your cause. Our primary gratitude for your 
‘Liberation must go to the heroic efforts 91 the Cuban Jamilies 
‘Committee, Mr. Sanchez and others, and their able and skilled 
negotiator, Mr. James Donovan, and those many private American _ 

. citi 2en8 who ave 852 r τ _ 4 os πα αι ~ . — ESE a ee τα αττον 


SOR rt αν τος : Page 2 
“May ΔΌΡΥ ΘΟ bodies, but they do not iuprison spirits; that 

. they may destroy the exercise of liberty, but they cannot 

+ @liminate the determinetion to be free. And by helping to 7 
frea. you,. the United States has béen given the opportunity to 
.demonstrate once again that all men who fight for freedom are 
our brothers, and shall be until your country and others are 
ln | | 


val hfe τη πτὶς 
nage: - The Cuban people were promised by the revoiution 
“political liberty, svcial justice, intellectual freedom, Land 
-for the campesinos, and an end to economic exploitation. They 
Jbave received a police state, the elimination of the Gignity of 
.lend ownership, the destruction of free speech and of free press, 
andthe complete subjugation of individual human welfere to the . 
Service of the state and of foreign states. 


pie: Under the élianze para el Progresso, we support for 
-Cuba’and for all the countries of this Hemisphere the right of 
-free elections and the free exercise of basic human freedoms. 

We support land reform and the right of every campssino to own 
,bae-land he 1118, We support the effort of every free nation 

‘tO: pursue programs of economic progress. We support the right 
OLf-every.free people to freely transform the economic and political 
‘dnstitutions of society so that they mav serve the welfare of all. 


ms 
Penn thet 


wots oa. These are the principles of the Alianza para el Progress. 
‘They are the principles we support for Cuba. These are the prin- 
ciples for which men have died and fought, and they are the 
principles for which you fouzht and for which some died in your 
Brigade. And I believe these are the principles of the great 

wa jority of the Cuban people today, and I amconfident that all 
over tae island of Cuba, in the Government, itself, in the Aruy, 
and in the wilitia, there are many whe hold to this freedom faith, 
who. have viewed wlth dismay the destruction of freedom on their 
island and wno are determined to restore that freedom 60 that the 
Cuban people may once more govern themselves. 


λάδι I know that exile is a different life for any free 

mane” But I am confident that you recognize that you hold a 
position of responsibility to the day when Cuba 18 once again 
free,:::, fo thie end, it is importunt that you submerge monetary 
differences in ἃ common united front; that the Brigade, those 

who sexve in the Brigade, will work together to xeep alive the 
epirit of the Brigade so that some day the people of Cube will 
have a free chance to make a free choice. So I think it incumbent 
upon all of you who are here today to work together, to submerge 
those differences which now may disturb you, to the united end that 
Cuba-is free, and then make e free choice as to what kind of a 
government and what kind of a country you freely wish to build. 


είν The Brigade is the point of the spear, the arrow's 
head, "I hope they and the members of their families will take 
every opportunity to educate your children, yourselves, in the 
hany: skills and disciplines which will be necessary when Cuba is 
ynee more fres. 
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os  - Binally, I can offer no better advice chan that given 
oy Jose Martin to his fellow eziles in 1895 when the hour of | 
suban indepedence was then at hand. "Let the tenor of our words 

96," Martin said, "especially in public matters. nat the s0<2-—— τς 
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Selo" ΟΣ giways had the impression == I hope the members of the 
«Brigade wili sit down again -- I always hed the impression that 


~ the Brigade was made up of mostly young wen, but standing over 
ΕΒ Θ᾽ is a Cuban patriot 57, one 59, one 61. I wonder 4f those 


!sthree could stand eo vhat the people of the United States could 
ΕΟ realize that they represent the spirit of the Cuban revolution 
in its-best sense, 

Mee > ALL of you members cf the Brigade, and members of 

᾿ς their families, are following an historic road, one which has 

* been: 2ollowed by other Cubans in other days, and, indeed, by 
Other patriots of our Hemisphere in other years -~- Juarez, Sen 
; Martin, Bolivar, O'Higgins τα all of whom fought for liberty, 
“Many of whom were defeated, many of whom went in exile, end all 
ΟΣ; ΝΟ came home. | 

cokes. Seventy years ago Jose Martin, the guiding spirit 
OL: the first Cuban Struggle for independence, lived on these 
-Bhores. At that time in 1889, the first International Awerican 
Conference was held, and Cuba was not present. Then, 88 now, 
“Cuba was the only state in the Hemisphere still controlled by a 
foreign monarch. Then, as now, Cuba was excluded from the society 
ΟΣ free nations, And then, as now, drave men in Florida and New 
York dedicated their lives and their energies to the freedom of 
thelr nomeland. 


ΝΕ The Brigade comes from behind prison walls, but you 
leave behind you more than siz million of your fellow countrymen 
wno are also in a very real sense in prisou, for Cuba is today, 
885 Martin described it many years ago, as beautiful as Greece, 
and stretched out in chains, a prison, moated by water. 


“er .> τ On behalf of my Government and ny country, I welcome 

you to the United States, 1 bring you my Nation’s respect for your 
Courage and for your cause. Our primary gratitude for your 
liberation must go to the heroic efforts of the Cuban Jamilies 
Coumittee, Mr. Sanchez and others, and their able and skilled 
negotiator, Mr. James Donovan, and those many private American 
citizens who gave so richly of their time and their energies 

in order to save free men of Cuba from Castro's dungeons, and to 
reunite you with your families and friends. 


Ole oy Thelr efforts had a signifance beyond the important 
desire to salvage individual human beings. For your small 
Srigade 15 a tangible reaffirmation that the human degire for 
freedom and independence is essentially unconquerable. Your 
conduct and valor are proof that although Castro and his fellow 
dictators may rule nations, they do not rule people; that they 
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sexpolitical liberty, social justice, intellectual freedom, land 


<Lforithe campesinos, and an end to economic exploitation. They 
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τ bang ownership, the destruction of free Speech and of free press, 
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σῶν ὦ. Under the Alianze para el Progresso, we support for 
Cuba and for all the countries of this Hemispnere the right of 
ue-f£ree elections and the free exercise of basic human freedoms, 
“We support land reform and the right of every campssino to own 
Z,the land he tills. We support the effort of every free nation 


ΣΟ pursue prograns of economic progress. We support the right 

no OL-every.fres people to freely transform the ecsnomic and political 
dnetitutions of BoCLety so that they may serve the welfare of all. 
os see ποῦν Phese are the principles of the Altauza para el Progresso, 
*. They are the principles we support for Cube. These are the prine- 
-C@Llples for which men have died and fought, and they ere the 
principles for which you fought and for which some died in your 

=, Brigade, -And I believe these are the principles of the great 

ω- Wajority of the Cuban people today, and I amconfident that all 

τ OVer toe island of Cuba, in the Government, itself, in the Aruy, 

~ @nd-in the militia, there are many who hold to this freedom faith, 
-3Who. have viewed wlth dismay the destruction of freedom on their 

᾿ς £8land and who are determined to restore that freedom s2 that the 
Cuban people may once more govern themselves. 


wine < I know that exile is a different life for any free 
Man. But I am confident that you recognize that zou hsldé a 

. position of responsibility to the day when Cuba is once again 

. £ree..: To this end, 1+ is importunt that you submerge monetary 
_ differences in a common united front; that the Brigade, those 

. Who serve in the Brigade, will work together to xeep alive the 
-. Spirit of the Brigade so that some day the people of Cube will 


shave a free chance to make 2 free choice, So I think it ducumbent 
ΡΟΣ all of you who are here today to work together, to submerge 
“Chose differences which now may disturb you, to the united end that 
Cuba:is free, and then make a free choice es to what kind of a 

- @9vernment and what kind of a country you freely wish to build. 
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iuzt2tz¢.;. The Brigade is the point of the spear, the arrow's 
head. = I-hope they and the members of their families will take 
every. opportunity to educate your children, yourselves, in the 
Many. skills and disciplines which will be necessary when Cuba is 
“Onee more free. 


ΠΣ _ Finally, I can offer no better advice than that given 
“by dose Martin to his fellow exiles in 1895 when the hour of 
Cuban indepedence was then at hand. "Let the tenor of our words 
be," Martin said, “especially in public matters, not the useless 
.Clamor'of fear's vengeance which does not enter our hearts, but 
. the. bonest weariness of an opporessed people who hope through 

- their-emancipation from'a government. convicted of uselessness 

. and malevolence for a government of their own, which is capable 
and worthy. Let them see in us," Martin said, "constructive 
Americans and not empty bitterness," | τας 
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ἼΞ Gentlenen of the Brigade, I need not. tell you how 
eheppy;l-am to welcome you here to the United States, and what a 

2 profound impression your conduct during some of the most diffi-e 
“Oult days: and months that any free people have experienced ~= what 
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icwWay.the cause of freedom, as you do today. 
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“ofthe people of this country, as well as the people of 
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ἘΠ τα ἃ: when it is, this Brigade will deserve to warch at the head 
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‘witha group Of the bravest men in the world, and to share in 
sthe*joy that is felt by their families who, for so long, lived 
= noping, praying, and waiting. 


pesky. τ Φ. 5661 proud that my son has known the officers. 
“"Be-1e still too young to realize what has happened here, but I 
Will make it my business to tell him the story of your courage 
7 8aS.he grows up. It is my wish and my hope that some day he 
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“May be 8 man at least half as brave as the members of Brigade 
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